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HERE is not a ſtronger Mark of 2 good 
Mind, than a Diſpoſition to lie 0pPe't 
to Truth, and reject all Prejudices and 
Prepoſſeſſions, when the Well-being 
and good Fame of another are concerned. It is 
one of the firſt Principles of Humanity, and de- 
rives it's Excellence from that grand Rule of Mo- 
rality and Religion, of treating a Fellow-Crea- 
ture with that Tenderneſs, which in fimilar 
Circumſtances we ſhould ourſelves be ready to 
expect. And, indeed, there is hardly a Situation 
more pitiable, than that of an innocent Perſon o- 
verpowered by publick Prejudice, raiſed induſtri- 
ouſly by the Art of ſome, and readily propagated 
by the Weakneſs of others; having one of the fi- 
neſt Senſations of the human Frame, the Senſe of 
Reputation, Kept under exquiſite Anguiſh, with- 
out a Poſſibility of Relief. Every ingenious Mind 
can form ſome Idea of ſuch a Diſtreſs, and by re- 
flecting a little on the Miſery, will redouble it's 
A 2 Caution, 
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Caution, in adopting Rumour for Facts, and 
bringing another 1nto the worſt Situation that can 
embitter human Life. . | 
Such a generous Habit of Mind, is alſo a fure 
Indication ot a ſound Underſtanding and a firm 
Judgment; Speculation points out to us, and Ex- 
per:-nce ſtill more ſtrongly evinces, thoſe various 
Moves and Paſhons of Mankind which in every 
Age have raiſed and adopted the ſeveral Imputa- 
tions againſt the Honeſt and Innocent; how rea- 
dy Men are in ſuffering the firſt flying Sentiment 
to fix in their Breaſts, and not only exclude all ſub- 
ſequent Refutation, but even refuſe to admit any 
excuipatory Proofs ; and how the deſigning Part 
of the World have turned this Weakneſs to their 
own Advantage, by being the firſt to lay the Im- 
preilicn, a 11x on the Honeſt, that Guilt, which 
is thei wiz a Device that will not ſuggeſt itſelf 
*5 4 Conſciouſneſs of Integrity, which is apt to 
rv cn itſelf for the fame Aplauſe from the World. 
which 1t finds within ; independant of all external 
Aid or Application to the Foibles of others. Hence 
have ariſen the many publick Errors, which every 
obſerving Man muſt have met with, when 
Plauſibility of Story has been at firſt admit- 
ted as direct Proof, until obliged to give way to 
Time and Truth, which have pointed out not on- 
ly the Facts, but alſo the Reaſon why theſe Facts 
were ſo cunningly diſguiſed, Inſtances of this Kind 
really make up the Bulk of our Experience ; but 
Experience is uſcie(s, if not turned to practical 
Wiſdom ; if not only conſidered as the Proof of 
Things paſt, bur alſo Abſtracted into a Rule of 

judging about Things to come. 9558 
As good Men, and as wif: Men, we ſhould in 
all Matters of private Nature, withold our Judge- 
ment until our Information be compleat ; but ſuch 
| G 
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2 Matias is peculiarly neceſſary, where there are 
Perſons oppoſed 1n Intereſt, and all the Hopes of 
the One muſt arife from Gxing the Publick Pre- 
judice againſt the other; where the Conſequence 
of our Prepoſſeſſion is not merely a Loſs of Fame 
to an Individual, but may affect Determinations 
of Property, wherein a Family, and a Poſterity, 
for ever may be fatally involved. In ſuch Caſes 
we are to look on ourſelves in a double Capacity ; 
not merely as Diſpenſers of Reputation, but as 
Perſons whoſe Opinions may contribute to fix the 
Fate of others in Regard to all the Comforts, nay, 
the Neceſſaries of Life ; we may be ſuch either 
immediately in ourſelves, or by the Influence on 
others, which our receiving and propagating any 
particular Sentiments may produce ; and in both 
Lights we ſtand bound to the ſtrict Exertion of 
Impartiality and Juſtice. 

In the Caſe of Mr. B----r, the firſt Thing that 
preſents itſelf to a Perſon, who comes with an ho- 
neſt and fair Intention to conſider it, is a Report 
much to his Diſadvantage, indefatigably ſpread, 
and ſupported with no Kind of Authority, Re- 
port, is in general, certainly of no Weight in the 
Scale of true Opinion, and when raiſed by an Ad- 
verſary to vindicate himſelf, induces a Suſpicion 
rather of the ative than the Paſſive Party; the 
B--kers charge him with the publick Loſs, in ge- 
neral Terms; he replies with an Air of aſſured 
Innocence, and offers to come to a clear and par- 
ticular Accompt ; ſo far he ſeems to have the Ad- 
vantage. Had a Meeting been had in Conſequence 
of this Offer, he muſt have either been proved 
clear of the Charge, and they covered, with ac- 
cumalative Shame, or he muſt have been con- 
victed of Guilt, and loaded with Diſgrace, by a 
Propoſal of his own making. Such a Propoſal, 

one 
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one would be apt to think, would not be for the 
Purpoſe of the Guilty to offer, or the Innocent to 
refuſe. The Anſwer of the B--kers ſeems how- 
ever to be in another Strain; the Law was here 
introduced inſtead of the ſcheme of Equitypropoſed; 
nay the Law did not ſeem ſufficient, without an 
Extention of Power inconſiſtent with its Nature, 
and indeed deſtructive of its Dignity ;' unuſual, 
Anprecedented Steps were taken, with every Cir- 
cumſtance of illegal Violence, and a Power ex- 
erted where there was no ee ag to ſecure 
not only the Perſon of the r, but alſo all his 
Vouchers and Credentials, by which alone his In- 
tegrity could be cleared, and Truth brought to 
Light ; this ſeems an odd Return to his Offer of 
making regular Satisfaction of his Innocence, by 
undemiable Authorities; and yet, odd as it was, 
it looks like an effectual one, indeed like an only 
one, for theſe very Authoritives were thus torn 
from him, and conſequently rendered of no Avail 
to him, either at a private Reference, or legal 

Suit. And where were they lodged ? One would 
be apt to hope in ſome impartial Hand, or ſafe 
Place of Cuſtody, that they may be forth-coming 
for the common Benefit of all Parties; no, it 
ſeems they were immediately put into the Hands 
of thoſe who refuſed the Meeting, where they 
were to be the Vouchers, and whoſe Intereſt it 
was that they ſhould never ſee the Light. Thus 
ſtript, defenceleſs, and deſtitute of all Security for 
his Property, and Vindication of his Fame, we 
find him hurried to Priſon, under every aggra- 
vated Circumſtance of ill Uſage; his Liberty gone, 
all Opportunities of counteracting the Attempts 
againſt his Fame taken from him, at the Mercy 
of his Enemies, who can only ſubſiſt by his Ruin; 
all the Circumſtances which to plain Reaſon muſt 

; | weigh 
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weigh in his Favour, and raiſe Suſpicion againſt 
them, perverted by their mduſtrious Agents, and 
paſſed on the inattentive Many, as ſo many Proofs 
of his Guiltz the World in general, too indolent 
to withſtand a current Opinion, and his Adver- 
ſaries with-holding all Payments, on tlie Pretence 
of his having embezled ſome Share of their Ef- 
fects. In ſhort, we plainly ſee on one Side every 
Symptom of Deſign and Deceit; on the other, 
many ſpeaking Indications of Innocence. 

The genuine Truth, at this Diſtance, the Pub- 
lic cannot preciſely diſcern ; all they can do is to 
judge by the Appearance of undoubted Facts; 
what Facts then are there againſt the Cr, 
only theſe, that he offered an open Settlement, 
and Proof of his Honeſty ; that he ſtayed without 
Precaution, or Show of an Ill- conſciouſneſs within 
the Reach of Power, when he might have with- 
drawn, (truſting, in all human Probability, to theſe 
Vouchers, which were contrary to his Expecta- 
tion, and contrary to all Law, taken from him 
and put into the Hands of his Adverſaries) and 
that none of theſe Embezlements have been pro- 
ved, nor any Trace of the Money he was charged 
with to be found in Purchaſes, Poſſeſſions, nor 
Way of Life. What Facts appear againſt the 
B--kers ? That they refuſed his Offer of Settle- 
ment, inſtead of it, got from him by illegal Vio- 
lence his Papers into their Poſſeſſion, take various 
and unjuſtifiable Pains to aſperſe his Character, 
and avow a Deſign of attacking his Property, 
which by their own Act they have contributed to 
render defenceleſs. | 

As theſe are Facts uncontroverted, they will 
make an Impreſſion on every Mind to the Dit- 
advantage of the B--kers. We know that in 
Courts of Equity, fo ſtrong is the Suſpicion oy 

| ſing 


680 

ſing from the Secretion of Vouchers, that where 
ſuch a deſigned Secretion is proved, all Facts 
ſuggeſted by the oppoſite Party to be contained 
therein, are preſumed and allowed. So that 
bence ariſes unavoidably a Prejudice againſt the 
B--kers, inſtead of the C-—r, in every attentive 
and impartial Mind; A Prejudice quite oppoſite 
to that I at firſt cone, as it ariſes from cer- 
tain Facts, and not from uncertain Rumour ; and 
ſuch Facts will ever affect the adgement, tho" 
not with a final Conviction of Truth, at leaſt 
with all the Force gf Probability. 
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